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2012-02-25-en) .
To reach another person on the Internet you have to type an address into your
‘g:::r:gtANN computer - a name or a number. That address has to be unique so computers
Corporation know where to find each other. ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names
for Assigned and Numbers) coordinates these unique identifiers across the world. Without that
Names and coordination we wouldn't have one global Internet.
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Numbers) ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) was formed in
IZI)oes ' 19 8.t It is a not-for-profit partnership of people from all over the world dedicated
é{,ﬁ"}’,gfgg_p age%/v eae'ping the Internet secure, stable and interoperable. It promotes competition
en) and develops policy on the Internet's unique identifiers.
Eg:r‘:‘t‘;" the |CANN (Interet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) doesn't control
(Iresources/paged7afitait on the Intemet. It cannot stop spam and it doesn’t deal with access to the
2012-02-25- Internet. But through its coordination role of the Intemet’'s naming system, it does
en) have an important impact on the expansion and evolution of the Internet.
What's Going
On Now What is the domain name system?
(/resources/pages/now-

2012-02-25- The domain name system, or DNS (Domain Name System), is a system designed
en) to make the Internet accessible to human beings. The main way computers that
How to make up the Internet find one another is through a series of numbers, with each

Z;rgg:zgf sipage J ang_er (called an “IP (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property) address”)
2012-02-25- correlating to a different device. However it is difficult for the human mind to

en) remember long lists of numbers so the DNS (Domain Name System) uses letters
Newcomers rather than numbers, and then links a precise series of letters with a precise
Program series of numbers.

(/resources/pages/newcomers-
2012-06-18- The end result is that ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and

en) Numbers)'s website can be found at “icann.org” rather than “192.0.32.7" — which
» Fellowships is how computers on the network know it. One advantage to this system — apart
(/resources/pagedifatomsahipg-the network much easier to use for people — is that a particular
2012-02-25-  domain name does not have to be tied to one particular computer because the
en) link between a particular domain and a particular IP (Internet Protocol or
President's Intellectual Property) address can be changed quickly and easily. This change will
Cormner then be recognised by the entire Internet within 48 hours thanks to the constantly
(/presidents- updating DNS (Domain Name System) infrastructure. The result is an extremely
comer) flexible system.
ICANN (Internet

Corporation for A domain name itself comprises two elements: before and after “the dot”. The
Assigned Names  part to the right of the dot, such as “com”, “net”, “org” and so on, is known as a

&nagn:;g;’:;f) “top-level domain” or TLD (Top Level Domain). One company in each case

Organization (called a registry), is in charge of all domains ending with that particular TLD (Top
Chart Level Domain) and has access to a full list of domains directly under that name,
(/management-  as well as the IP (Internet Protccol or Intellectual Property) addresses with which
organization- those names are associated. The part before the dot is the domain name that you
chart) . - . . .

register and which is then used to provide online systems such as websites,
Staff email and so on. These domains are sold by a large number of “registrars”, free
(/organization)

to charge whatever they wish, although in each case they pay a set per-domain
fee to the particular registry under whose name the domain is being registered.
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Careers ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) draws up
(https://www.icann.orntmedss)ith each registry*. It also runs an accreditation system for registrars. It
is these contracts that provide a consistent and stable environment for the

» InF
(lres?t?ries/pageslin‘-mmai" name system, and hence the Internet.
focus-2012-02-
25-en) In summary then, the DNS (Domain Name System) provides an addressing

> For Journalists system for the Internet so people can find particular websites. It is also the basis

(lresourceslpageslpnfgéf-ma“ and many other online uses.
2014-03-17-en)
What does ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)
» Board have to do with IP (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property) addresses?
(/resources/pages/board-
of-directors-2014- ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) plays a similar
03-19-en) administrative role with the IP (Intemet Protocol or Intellectual Property)
. addresses used by computers as it does with the domain names used by
» Accountability .
(fresources/a coountabilimans' In the same way that you cannot have two domain names the same
otherwise you never know where you would end up), for the same reason it is
» Governance also not possible for there to be two |P (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property)
(/resources/pages/goventinasses the same.
2012-02-25-en)

Again, ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) does not
» Groups run the system, but it does help co-ordinate how IP (Internet Protocol or

gﬁ;‘fggﬁg%’_‘;?‘g)es,grou%iellectual Property) addresses are supplied to avoid repetition or clashes.
ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) is also the

Business central repository for IP (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property) addresses,

(/resources/pages/businfses) which ranges are supplied to regional registries who in turn distribute them
to network providers.

Civil Society

(Iresources/pages/civil- what about root servers?

society-2016-05-

24-en)

Root servers are a different case again. There are 13 root servers — or, more
» Complaints Office accurately, there are 13 |P. (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property) addresses
(/resources/pages/comphaiitte Internet where root servers can be found (the servers that have one of the

office-2017-04-26- 13 IP (Internet Protocol or Intellectual Property) addresses can be in dozens of

en) different physical locations). These servers all store a copy of the same file which
» Contractual acts as the main index to the Internet's address books. It lists an address for each

Compliance top-level domain (.com, .de, etc) where that registry's own address book can be

(Iresources/pages/comp k-

2012-02-25-en)

In reality, the root servers are consulted fairly infrequently (considering the size of
» Registrars the Internet) because once computers on the network know the address of a

(Iresources/pageslregism I ; - . .
0d-2012-02-25.. ular top-level domain they retain it, checking back only occasionally to make

en)
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> . sure the address hasn't changed. Nonetheless, the root servers remain vital for
Registry

Operators the Internet’'s smooth functioning.

(/resources/pages/registries-

46-2012-02-25- The operators of the root servers remain largely autonomous, but at the same
en) time work with one another and with ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned

Names and Numbers) to make sure the system stays up-to-date with the

(Domain Name) Internet’s advances and changes.

5;9;oshrfogtzlpageddommat is ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)’s
name-registrants- role?
2017-06-20-en)

As mentioned earlier, ICANN (Intemet Corporation for Assigned Names and
GDD Metrics Numbers)'s role is to oversee the huge and complex interconnected network of
(/resources/pages/metrics=""""" .
gdd-2015-01-30- unique identifiers that allow computers on the Internet to find one another.
on) This is commonly termed “universal resolvability” and means that wherever you

» Identifier Systems are on the network — and hence the world — that you receive the same predictable

Security, Stability results when you access the network. Without this, you could end up with an
(Security, Stability Internet that worked entirely differently depending on your location on the globe.

and Resiliency)

and Resili
(OCTgsilsl?QgR) How is ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)

(/resources/pages/octo-structured?

ssr-2016-10-10-

en) ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) is made up of a
number of different groups, each of which represent a different interest on the

’ zcr::gjsrce s/pages/cct ds!ptemet and all of which contribute to any final decisions that ICANN (Internet
21-2012-02-25- Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)'s makes.
en)

There are three “supporting organisations” that represent:
» Internationalized

l(aomain N:lmes i o The organisations that deal with IP (Internet Protocol or Intellectual
resources/pages/idn-
2012-02-25-en) Froperty) addresses
) e The organisations that deal with domain names
» Universal
ﬁ\ci:t?aet?\znce ¢ The managers of country code top-level domains (a special exception as
(/resources/pages/universal- explained at the bottom).
acceptance-2012- .
02-25-en) Then there are four “advisory committees” that provide ICANN (Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) with advice and
» Policy recommendations. These represent:

(/resources/pages/policy-
01-2012-02-25-

en) e Governments and international treaty organisations

* Root server operators
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’ Public Comment « Those concerned with the Internet’s security

gg;t:::'ms) » The “at large” community, meaning average Intemnet users.

Root Zone (Root And finally, there is a Technical Liaison Group, which works with the organisations
Zone) KSK that devise the basic protocols for Internet technologies.

Rollover

(Iresources/pages/ksk- ICANN (Intenet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)'s final decisions
rollover-2016-05- are made by a Board of Directors. The Board is made up of 21 members: 15 of

QS-en) which have voting rights and six are non-voting liaisons. The majority of the
» Technical voting members (eight of them) are chosen by an independent Nominating

Functions Committee and the remainder are nominated members from supporting

(/resources/pages/technigghnisations.

functions-2015-

10-15-en)

ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) then has a
President and CEO who is also a Board member and who directs the work of
ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) staff, who are

» Contact (/contact)

» Help based across the globe and help co-ordinate, manage and finally implement all
(resources/pages/help-the different discussions and decisions made by the supporting organisations and
2012-02-03-en) advisory committees. An ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and

ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) staff and Board.

How does ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)
make decisions?

When it comes to making technical changes to the Internet, here is a simplified
rundown of the process:

Any issue of concern or suggested changes to the existing network is typically
raised within one of the supporting organisations (often following a report by one
of the advisory committees), where it is discussed and a report produced which is
then put out for public review. If the suggested changes impact on any other
group within ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)'’s
system, that group also reviews the suggested changes and makes its views
known. The result is then put out for public review a second time.

At the end of that process, the ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names
and Numbers) Board is provided with a report outlining all the previous
discussions and with a list of recommendations. The Board then discusses the
matter and either approves the changes, approves some and rejects others,
rejects all of them, or sends the issue back down to one of the supporting
organisations to review, often with an explanation as to what the problems are
that need to be resolved before it can be approved.

https:/fwww.icann.org/resources/pages/what-2012-02-25-en 5/8
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The process is then rerun until all the different parts of ICANN (Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) can agree a compromise or the
Board of Directors make a decision on a report it is presented with.

How is ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers)
held accountable?

ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) has external as
well as internal accountabilities.

Externally, ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) is an
organisation incorporated under the law of the State of California in the United
States. That means ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and

account by the judicial system i.e. ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers) can be taken to court.

ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) is also a non-
profit public benefit corporation and its directors are legally responsible for
upholding their duties under corporation law.

Internally, ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) is
accountable to the community through:

e |ts bylaws

¢ The representative composition of the ICANN (Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers) Board from across the globe

¢ An independent Nominating Committee that selects a majority of the voting
Board members

« Senior staff who must be elected annually by the Board

» Three different dispute resolution procedures (Board reconsideration
committee; Independent Review Panel; Ombudsman)

The full range of ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and

Numbers)'s a ility and tran mew: incipl
{/en/accountability/frameworks-principles/contents-overview.htm) are available

online.

* There is an important exception to this in the form of “country code top-level
domains” (ccTLDs) such as .de for Germany or .uk for the United Kingdom. There
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are over 250 ccTLDs, some of which have a contract with ICANN (Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers); others of which have signed
working agreements with ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and

ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers). ICANN (Intemet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) however does carry out what is
known as the “IANA (Internet Assigned Numbers Authority) function” in which
every ccTLD (Country Code Top Level Domain)’s main address is listed so the
rest of the Internet can find it. ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names

system, as it did in 2000 and 2004 when seven and six new TLDs respectively
were “added to the root”.

© 2017 Internet Corporation For Assigned Names and Numbers.  Privacy Policy (/en/help/privacy)
T f Service (/en/helpfios) Cookie Policy (fenhelplprt Kie-policy)

hitps:/fiwww.icann.crg/resources/pages/what-2012-02-25-en 7/8



Case 1:17-cv-01224-TSE-MSN Document 7-3 Filed 10/26/17 Page 9 of 9 PagelD# 212
10/17/2017 What Does ICANN Do? - ICANN

Who We Are Contact Us Accountability & Governance Help
Transparency

Document ble

2014-03-19-en) AM"" Iﬁ cortficate.  elplombudsman)  Disclosure . (len/news/announcements/announcer
authority) Empowered
Comer en.htm
. Community (fec) Planning
{[presidents- Registry Liaison e ut/olanni WHOIS

2 KPL Dashboard (http:/fwhois.icann.ora/)
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